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Carotto and his speedy race car

Grimm’s best friend — next to Carotto, of course! — is
his neighbour Rudi. Rudi owns the “Tank You” gas
station, an exciting place for the little zonkey. And
even better: Rudi is really good at puttering around.
That’s how he manages to build a fire-engine-red
pedal car for Carotto! In it, the little zonkey races
around the gas station and experiences plenty of sur-
prises.
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Stephanie Schneider, born in 1972, studied Education and Art at
the Fine Arts Academy in Braunschweig. Since 2004 she has been
pursuing her childhood dream to work primarily as an author. She
lives in Hanover with her husband and two daughters.

Stefanie Scharnberg was born in Hamburg in 1967 and com-
pleted a bookseller’s apprenticeship in her home town. She then
traveled to Florence to study Painting. On her return to Germany in
1992, she resumed her work as bookseller and illustrator. She now
lives in Freiburg with her family.
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Grimm and Carotto dive deep

It's really hot in the house with the crooked seven.
That’s why Grimm and Mdohrchen are off to the lake!
There, they meet some children from the village, who
have just learned to swim and earned their early
swimmer badges. Now, of course, Carotto wants to
earn a badge, too! But can zonkeys even swim? A
lively outdoor swimming story with suspense, striped
heroes and ice cream!
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Stephanie Schneider, born in 1972, studied Education and Art at
the Fine Arts Academy in Braunschweig. Since 2004 she has been
pursuing her childhood dream to work primarily as an author. She
lives in Hanover with her husband and two daughters.

Stefanie Scharnberg was born in Hamburg in 1967 and com-
pleted a bookseller’s apprenticeship in her home town. She then
traveled to Florence to study Painting. On her return to Germany in
1992, she resumed her work as bookseller and illustrator. She now
lives in Freiburg with her family.
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‘Three Capybaras on the Runk C; : 41 Austrian Children's Book Prize 2025
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A sloth, three friends and a jungle of surprises
While searching for a missing baby sloth, the three
capybaras Emmy, Tristan and Raul accidentally end
up on a truck — and find themselves in the heart of
the urban jungle. Far from the safety of their zoo
enclosure, they must navigate a world full of cars,
flashing traffic lights and, even worse, people. And
worst of all: no scheduled feeding times!

With humour, courage, and a good dose of luck, the
trio tackles the chaos of city life — and discovers the
true meaning of friendship and helping others.

A fast-paced, funny adventure full of warmhearted-
ness, suspense and irresistible animal charm.
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Matthaus Béar is a well-known children’s songwriter, inspiring
children with his clever lyrics and beautiful music. He won the DIXI
Children’s Literature Prize in 2019 for his manuscript of ‘The Three
Capybaras on the Run'.

Anika Voigt is an illustrator and architect. She mainly draws for
children, occasionally she writes the stories for them, too. As archi-
tect she designs kindergardens. She lives in Cologne with her family.
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Meet our new heroes — the capybaras!

Emmy, Tristan and Raul are three little capybaras. They
are good friends and live together in a meadow at the zoo
with their flock. One day, the three friends wonder if
there is more outside their enclosure than what they can
see —what might lie beyond the fence? With courage,
skill and a little luck, they manage to escape through the
fence and explore the world around them. On their
nightly excursions, they get to know the neighbouring
animals and experience exciting and fun adventures.
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Emmy, Raul and Tristan set off to solve the
flamingo egg mystery

Life in the capybara enclosure is just about perfect. All
day long, Emmy, Raul and Tristan lie in the sun, warm-
ing their bellies, enjoying their food and relaxing in the
pond. At night, they sneak out to visit their friends. Until
terrible news begins spreading among the zoo animals: A
horrifying predator has been rampaging among the
flamingos! Several animals have disappeared. Who
would do such a thing? And where are the missing
birds?
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An adventure in the spin cycle. Who's stealing
the socks?

Henja doesn’t believe that there are goblins or that
goblins are crazy for socks. But that changes when,
one day, a scraggly boy tries to escape with her last
pair of socks. Little does he know, he’s tangling with
the wrong person! Henja gives chase and catches the
sock thief. And look, Hixel actually is a goblin. He has
just bungled his first magic test (the unsuccessful
sock theft). And then the washing machine (the secret
portal into the goblins’ realm) is broken. Whether
they want to or not, Henja and Hixel must work
together so that he can go home. In the process it's
almost inevitable that the goblin, whose magic spells
don’t always work as planned, and the quick-witted
girl become friends!
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Aniela Ley has always been a bookworm, even as a child, driven by
the confident hope that a door to a fantastic world would open
between the covers of each book she read. As an author, she has cre-
ated numerous literary worlds herself, and she now knows that this
door exists wherever books are being read.

Nikolai Renger was born in Karlsruhe and studied Visual Com-
munication. He works as a freelance illustrator for various publish-
ers and literary agencies.
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How I went looking for my dog and found a
home

11-year-old Till and his dog Flocke have been getting
along well for a long time, even though Till’s drug-
addicted father doesn’t do much shopping or clean-
ing. But when his father falls into a coma and is
admitted to hospital for who knows how long, Till
must move into a children’s home. Unfortunately, no
pets are allowed there, only fish. But fish suck! When
Till wants to visit Flocke at the animal shelter, he
learns that a family has adopted him. Till and his new
friend Pawel concoct a plan to get Flocke back. But
before they can act, the dog’s new family goes on
vacation to the North Sea. Without further ado, Till
and Pawel follow them, leaving absolute chaos in
their wake.
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Christian Linker, born in 1975, studied Theology in Bonn and
worked in politics before dedicating himself fully to writing. His
novels, which always grapple with controversial themes, have
received numerous awards.
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A house goes haywire

The Spilsbury House mansion is hiding more than
one secret: It's alive and protecting the magic legacy
of its departed builder, the puzzle master John Spils-
bury. 13-year-old Jonathan Riddle suspects nothing
when his mother sends him there to visit his eccentric
uncle Aelfric and his daughter Vic. But Jonathan soon
learns that the house must defend its most valuable
asset, the Mystery Puzzle, against attacks from a
nearby village. Once completed, the puzzle will pro-
vide a look into the future. Hence, Jonathan and Vic
immediately embark on a search for the missing puz-
zle piece.

Fun fact: John Spilsbury (1739—1769) was actually the
inventor of the jigsaw puzzle!
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Heiko Wolz is not only a trained bookseller but also the father of
four almost grown-up children. He has written over 50 books for
children, teenagers and adults alike.
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The gang (legendary!), the case (criminal!),
and other things that can go wrong

It's the first school day after the break, and Theo
Miller overslept. That’s why he’s forced to sit next to
Patrick Bartsch, an unpleasant jerk. But Theo has
friends. And he forms a gang with them: The
Extremely Fantastic Theo Miller Gang. The first battle
against evil is not long in coming: A whole classroom
set of new iPads has been stolen. And of course, the
gang has a suspicion - the unpopular form teacher
Mr. Spengler! The observation of their suspect begins
... and ends in a murderously expensive mess. And
that’s precisely where Bartsch comes in. Will he
expose them? Or does he have entirely different
motives?
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Hans-Jurgen Feldhaus, born in 1966, studied Graphic Design at
Munster and works as a freelance illustrator for various firms and
publishers. He has written and illustrated numerous books at dtv.

/9D /9

;57?7 , -9%E

h;2?-:0

(.

%1:07?

50081

11



12

8(52 1*/=1, . ,8
<63 %

(41 ?2A/71?22M8 215817 /; (5 A1? 1
*1?ABA? C45/4 2-?/5:-01 /4%0>1:

-0/, ,673,6- 647,

145? (591 ChHid % ; 9<1% -:0 (41 1>A<@pB; : ;2

(41 4A9;>;A?0;:1 041 201:0?45< . ;;7 2;>9-0 -:0 CHEE /74117E BA?G>-05; =2 CHB

0119<@ 1B1: >18A/0(-:(>1-01>?
%>5-0>Az ;2041 ?1>51? ;BL>

8(52 1*/=0,.,8 (A65($;%9*/5,8 3
N/, 673, 6- 647,10 <63 %
<-31?

[

31

- C%A20>-05; =7 /9D /9

,58, 4%0>1:? ;7?7 , O0B1:0A>1  »91
/85;:  5?0;>E ""50081 >-01

/;<51?

In the shadow of the volcano — fascinating sto-
ries from Pompeii

This narrative non-fiction book transports young
readers into the colourful everyday life on the Gulf of
Naples in Roman antiquity. Exciting stories about the
eruption of Vesuvius and life in Pompeii bring history
to life: No matter gladiator, merchant, actor or slave —
each character tells their story from their own per-
spective, providing fascinating insights into life
almost 2,000 years ago. The stories are accompanied
by cheerfully illustrated factual pages, a map of Pom-
peii and lots of child-friendly information about
everyday life in ancient Pompeii.

Frank Schwieger was born in 1968 and grew up in the northern-
most region of Germany. He studied Latin and History, and has
been working as a grammar school teacher since 1999.

Ramona Wultschner was born in Heilbronn in 1987. She studied
Design in Pforzheim and works on animated cartoon productions,
children’s books and game development.
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Surrounded by nuns

Almost 13-year-old Amy can'’t believe it: Instead of
chilling with her friends during her holidays, she and
her mother are going to a mother-child health retreat.
She’s not a child anymore! Even worse: The retreat is
at a convent, with nuns, church services and all that.
When they arrive, Amy’s worst fears (including shar-
ing a cell with her annoying baby sister, bad mobile
reception and not one proper selfie-spot) come true.
She has to get away! And that’s about the only thing
that Amy and Hugo, a boy her age, seem to have in
common. He, too, was forced to come to the convent.
For better or worse, the two formulate an escape plan,
but when they take action, everything goes wrong ...
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Cally Stronk, born in 1977, studied Social and Economic Commu-
nication at the Berlin University of the Arts. After working as an
independent consultant in the areas of editing, film and music, she
is primarily working as a children’s book author.

Olivia Vieweg was born in Jena. She lives and works in Weimar as
award-winning comic artist and screenwriter.



""650( 8E.,8 164,=/,8,051;44,8

;>>1-00? ;2 1::E -:-:0 ' +-8041>

C;<1? >;0414? .1?202%1:0 2;>.5001:§;B1 ;:1.10 ?1/;:0/4-:/1 2;A:0
2-O%E

A promise that separates them. A summer
that changes their love forever.

Riley loses her older brother, Scott, in a tragic acci-
dent. While Riley is still overcome by grief, her par-
ents expect her to take over Scott’s place in the family
business. But Riley has dreams of her own and com-
pletely different plans. She is convinced that only
Scott’s best friend, Caden, can understand her. Unfor-
tunately, he has broken off all contact.

A few months later, she unexpectedly runs into
Caden. He wants to take a road trip across the US
with friends, a trip which originally was planned by
Scott. On a whim, Riley joins the group, and Caden
seems to be anything but thrilled about this. For what
Riley doesn’t suspect is that her brother made Caden
give him a momentous promise. And with each mile
they cover on their trip, it gets harder and harder for
Caden to keep it.
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Tonia Kruger studied English and History and likes to use inspira-
tion from her travels in her books. She lives near Hanover with her
boisterous family.
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