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Eckart Conze: Peaceless — Germany between War

and Peace. From 1648 to the Present Day
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At the heart of Europe: Germany and the
500-year struggle between war and peace
Contemporary German foreign policy is deeply rooted
in historical tradition: For centuries, central Europe
was a site of struggle for dominance. War and vio-
lence were — and are — part of this history. As impor-
tant as it is to maintain a strong defensive force,
respecting the German Constitution and its emphasis
on peace means, Germany cannot neglect foreign pol-
icy and diplomacy. In this compelling historical sur-
vey, Eckart Conze uncovers the closely interwoven
dynamic between the striving for peace and the vio-
lence of war. Taking a historical view, the book
explores Germany’s role in Europe and the world,
arguing that Germany has to re-establish its place in a
changing, ever-more-disrupted world — accepting the
reality of war while never giving up on the goal of
peace.

Eckart Conze
Peaceless: Germany between War and Peace. From
1648 to the Present Day
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Eckart Conze, born in 1963, is the Chair of Modern and Recent
History at the University of Marburg. He is a high-profile historian
of Germany’s recent history. His research concentrations include the
history of the German aristocracy, foreign policy, the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, and the history of modern Germany.



Harald Meller, Kai Michel: Heart of Power. An

Archaeological Search for Identity, Myths and Truth

8/@-+5/98-2/ ,3:290=2/ [/;7+88+19818:2/ ""}. .0/ 1/<

&/ -6+37< + 23<=9:3-+6B 73<></. /;+ @32 0;/<2 /?3./8-1 ,+</ . [/ ;<:/-3?/<

A:69:/<=2/7/<903./83B 7B=2 +8_ =;>=2 =24==;+8<-/8_. ,9;./ <

Harald Meller, Kai Michel

Heart of Power. An Archaeological Search for
Identity, Myths and Truth
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A Thrilling Journey into Europe’s Forgotten
Foundations

For decades, the Ottonian period was seen as a defin-
ing era of Europe's heartland. Hence, the Nazi regime
ideologically hijacked it to justify its vision of a 'Thou-
sand-Year Reich'. Today, archaeology is being rewrit-
ten — revealing the real story behind one of Europe’s
most pivotal epochs.

From the spectacular excavations of Queen Editha’s
and Emperor Otto the Great’s tombs in Magdeburg
Cathedral, to the latest discoveries of Ottonian castles
and palaces, and cutting-edge archaeogenetic
research into ancient noble graves, this book offers
material worthy of the next Indiana Jones. Told by a
team of authors who masterfully blend scientific
insight with gripping storytelling, this book is both
intellectually rich and wildly entertaining.
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Harald Meller is one of the most prominent archaeologists in the
world. As a state archaeologist for Saxony-Anhalt, he saved the
Nebra Sky Disk from criminal circles despite considerable personal
risks. Meller wrote the bestsellers, "The Sky Disk of Nebra', 'Reach
for the Stars', and 'The Mystery of the Shaman' with Kai Michel.

Kai Michel is a historian and literary scholar. Working with Carel
van Schaik, he read the Bible as a 'Diary of Humanity'; together
they presented an award-winning analysis of the invention of gender
inequality in "The Truth About Eve', and explained why we are living
in a state of emergency in '‘Being Man'.
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Jakob Schwerdtfeger: Four, Three, Two, One — That's
Your Art History Done
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A wild ride through the most important eras
in art history

Why is the Baroque like crack for art-lovers? What
does Cubism have to do with sewage treatment? And
why is the Renaissance the overachiever of all the
eras? The author explores these and many other ques-
tions in his latest book, offering a hilarious yet well-
researched overview of a thousand years of art history
— from the Middle Ages to the present day. He nar-
rates fun facts and anecdotes, touching on the great
masters as well as the underdogs. This unique mix
makes one thing abundantly clear: Art has far more
impact on our lives than we think. A book to enrich all
future visits to museums — and an absolute delight.

Jakob Schwerdtfeger, born in Hanover in 1988, is an art histo-
rian, stand-up comedian, and freestyle rapper. After completing his
studies, he worked as an art agent for the famous Stadel Museum in
Frankfurt. During that time, a digitorial about Monet, of which he
was a part, was awarded the Grimme Online Award.
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| See Something You Don't See,
and That's Art
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Samra Kljajic: Femme Fatale — Female Power in the

Shadow of History
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Love, power and diplomacy

Whether princess or queen, noble or middle class:
Too often, a woman’s path in life was decided for her.
Her role? Mostly passive. Any woman who did rise
through the ranks risked being called calculating or
was suspected of driving men crazy. Even today, these
notions shape our narratives about history’s powerful
women. But if this is the whole story, then why did
marriage and dowries play such a crucial role? How
did certain women manage to break all the rules —
and what price did they pay, both during their life-
times and in the eyes of posterity?

Samra Kljajic tells the true story of queens and mis-
tresses, of courtesans and concubines. A new perspec-
tive on the femme fatale that moves beyond clichéd
narratives of scandal and betrayal.

Samra Kljajic studied international development. In 2021, she fol-
lowed her passion for history and produced her first TikTok video.
This video, about the chainsaw as an obstetrical instrument, went
viral. Since then, she has provided her community with exciting and
crazy historical facts, conveying connections between historical
events and uncovering unexpected stories behind personalities. She
is from Vienna, Austria.
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Philipp Gassert: The Bipolar Nation — America's Gifts

to the World. The Good and the Bad
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The 250th anniversary of the USA:

4th of July 2026

From independence to Trump, from imperialism to
isolationism, from the delights of mass consumption
to climate change, from global dominance to growing
chaos, from great promise to great danger: The age of
America has had its highs and lows.

The United States has given a tremendous amount to
the world, and to itself — and has demanded just as
much in return. Philipp Gassert’s reappraisal of
American history and its international influence is as
ambivalent and enlightening as it is sobering. The
author examines the seemingly insurmountable con-
tradictions that have become so apparent in recent
years, showing how deeply rooted they are in the
founding and history of the nation.

Philipp Gassert has been professor of Contemporary History at
the University of Mannheim since 2014. He has previously taught
and conducted research at the German Historical Institute in Wash-
ington D.C., the University of Heidelberg, LMU Munich, the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and the University of Augsburg, and has held
visiting professorships in Haifa and Vienna. Philipp Gassert’s
research focuses on German and European contemporary history as
well as transatlantic history and US foreign policy of the 20th and
21st centuries. In addition to his scholarly work, Gassert frequently
writes for DIE ZEIT and FAZ.
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Christoph Safferling: The Powerlessness of
International Law — The Return of War and

Crimes Against Humanity
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Syria, Ukraine, Gaza: Is international law in tat-
ters? Does the law of the jungle hold sway?

With the Nuremberg Trials, a new chapter in the history
of international law began after the Second World War.
And after the Cold War, a rule-based world order
appeared realistic. However, this is not the reality of the
early 21st century — international law appears to be in
ruins, brute force seems to prevail, and the global com-
munity seems to be settling into cynicism or resignation.
Safferling’s treatise is concise, competent, personal, and
passionate. Despite its seemingly somber title, the book
ultimately offers an optimistic outlook: Safferling argues
convincingly that international law should not be written
off as a regulatory framework for global relations. In the
author’s firm belief, it will ultimately assert its relevance
and force. As readers move through the book, it becomes
increasingly clear that there are compelling reasons to
share this hope.

H. Meller, K. Michel, C. v. Schaik: The
Evolution of Violence — Why We Want Peace

But Are Waging Wars
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Why war is not fate

The unimaginable has occurred: War is back —and it is
threatening us all. Was the long peace in Europe just a
brief interlude? Are we doomed because we simply can-
not counteract our warlike nature? It’s high time to trace
the evolutionary roots of violence. These three best-sell-
ing authors set off to tell a different kind of history of
humanity. They present current research on chim-
panzees and bonobos, trace the archeology of murder
and manslaughter, and show how war has made despots
and states, but also great gods. Their message: We are
not condemned to war, but if we are not careful, we can
easily fall victim to it.
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